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So it seems only right that this year’s main
fundraiser, enabling us to keep OVRA  free
for all, is....

OVRA’s Great Big Community Quiz!

This is a quiz for people who can’t do
quizzes but love to have a go! It’s a genuine
community effort! Preparations are well
underway…the Brownies and Guides have
illustrated our history round, the preschoolers
are working on the art round, many of you
will have already contributed to the sport
round and the musicians in the village are
creating the music round - and that’s just a
taster!  It will be a fantastic evening.  Tickets
are on sale now from ovra.org.uk. I wouldn't
delay, I think this one is going to be popular!

But that’s not all for this term, we have our
AGM, another Defib training session and
our now traditional Easter Egg Trail.  And of
course, we’ll keep you informed of
everything else going on in the area through
our monthly ‘What’s On in Onslow’
mailings, and our ‘Local Focus Updates’.  If
you haven’t already signed up to OVRA
details of how you can do it are on the back
cover - it’s completely free and you can
unsubscribe whenever you want.

And one more date for your diary - this
year’s Onslow Open Gardens will be on
Sunday June 28  - save the date!th

With very best wishes,
Jo x

Welcome to this bumper edition of The Village
Voice - there is so much going on this term
we’ve had to add an extra sheet!

First I would like to say a huge thank you to
the 51 wonderful people who brightened up
our roads this Christmas with their fabulous
advent windows.  If you didn’t get to see them
they are all on the OVRA website under the
Gallery tab.  Thank you everyone, you did an
amazing job!

It was also great to see so many people at the
Community Carol Singing….and at the
Autumn Arboretum Tour…and at the Restoring
Landscapes Talk….and to have had such a
great turn out at the October Defibrillator
Training session!  In fact it was altogether a
wonderful term of events!  Thank you to
everyone who made them possible and to all
who came along.

In this issue we’re focussing on the Guiding
and Scouting movements, which, in one form
or another have been in the village since the
1930's.  It reminded me once again how
incredibly lucky we are to live in a place
where people put such a high value on
community.  Whether it’s leading a Brownie
pack, making an advent window,
volunteering on a committee or just coming
along to events and having a great time,
people in Onslow understand the importance
of community.

Hello and Happy 2026!

Jo Rew
  OVRA Chair

The cover photo is one of
mine.  Another 
reason to be grateful for
living in Onslow!!  Jo x 



It’s been months in the making, but it’s finally here

OVRA is proud to present.....

You’ll be amazed at the variety of things happening on your doorstep.  From Tango
dancing to Middle English Poetry, we’ve got it all!  We challenge you (no matter how

long you’ve lived here) to visit the website and not to come away thinking
“Wow!  I didn’t know that was happening in the village.”

But the website is a work in progress.  Let us know if you think there is something else
we should include.  If you run a group which you’d like mentioned, or an initiative you
want to share, a business you want to list or an event you would ike us to add to the

calendar simply email us on ......

Can’t wait any longer?
Scan the QR code and go 

straight there

Easter Egg Trail
Have you done the free OVRA Easter Egg Trail yet?

Hop along to D’s Hair Creations, Georgie’s Cafe
or All Saints Church to pick up a copy of if you haven’t already got

one, or download it from the Events page on the new website.

There’s a prize for every child that takes part
Available until 13th April, don’t miss out!

We’d like to say a huge thank you to D’s Hair Creations,  D.S
Budd and Son, The Beauty Space, Williams Property

Management, and Surrey Property Lawyers for generously
sponsoring this event!



Hall

Free Resuscitation and Defibrillator Training
Saturday 28  March:    2.45 - 5.15pmth

Johns Hall by Onslow Village Hall

Limited places: To book a place email info@ovra.org.uk
Private group sessions can also be arranged @ £25 minimum
donation

OVRA AGM  
Tuesday March 10th    7.45pm
Onslow Village Hall

Come and join us to celebrate our wonderful community!
Share your ideas and opinions on future activities
Meet new people over a glass of wine or a cup of tea
And after the interval... have a go at some  unseen
questions from OVRA’s Great Big Community Quiz!

Easter Egg Trail
Watch out for details of the OVRA Easter Egg Trail .
Or sign up to OVRA and get them emailed straight to

your inbox.

WANTED - ideas for OVRA talks and events
The OVRA committee would like to organise 2 or 3 free (entrance by donation) evening

events each year.  We would love to hear from anyone who has an idea of people we could
approach.  For example could your ukulele group/choir/band/music group come and give
us a concert?  Or could you or someone you know give us a really interesting or amusing

talk?  
If you’ve got any ideas or contacts we’d love to hear from you! 

Please email us at info@ovra.org.uk.   Thank you!



WHERE’S YOUR HEDGE AT?

Let’s Reclaim Our Village Pavements Together!   By Jo Rew
OVRA’s founding mission is ‘to safeguard
the amenities of Onslow Village’, and our
pavements are certainly one of them. Over
the years, especially in our older roads,  
we’ve seen a growing issue: our beautiful
beech hedges are steadily encroaching on
the pavement space. This means that
parents with young children, wheelchair
users, and even two neighbours trying to
pass each other are increasingly forced to
step into the road. This is not only an
inconvenience but more importantly a
safety risk.  The problem can be
particularly bad during May and June
when our hedges are growing at their
fastest but before their first trim.

A Community Commitment
We know this is not an easy issue to
address. We fully appreciate that keeping
hedges cut back sufficiently takes time and
money. We also recognise that for some of
the older, established hedges, cutting back
far enough to maintain a clear pavement
might mean they look a little "unsightly" for
a year or two while they recover. It’s going
to be a challenge!

We’ve launched a campaign called
‘Where’s Your Hedge At?’ as a friendly call
to action for all residents. As part of this
campaign, every home with a pavement-
bordering hedge is receiving an
informative flyer with their Village Voice. If
you don't have a hedge but would like to
see the guidance, it is under the ‘News’
tab on the OVRA website.

 Our Goal: 1 Metre of Pavement

We are asking all residents with a
pavement-bordering hedge to commit to
maintaining at least 1 metre of clear
pavement space outside their property,
even during the peak growing season. On
most roads, you can see examples where
hedges are already cut well back,
showing that there is plenty of pavement
there to enjoy when the boundary is
respected. For those living on roads with
a more generous pavement width, we still
ask you to respect your property
boundary and to keep your hedges cut
well back.

For those with beech hedges, we
understand that traditional advice
suggests single, annual cuts. But local
respected hedge cutters often advise two
lighter trims a year, even for beech, to
keep growth in check without requiring a
severe cut-back. While this takes more
effort, it might be the best solution to keep
our pavements clear while preserving the
look of your hedge.

This is a problem that will only get worse
if we don't tackle it now. By working
together, with understanding and
commitment, we can ensure that our
pavements are safe and accessible for
every single member of the Onslow
Village community.

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THIS
EFFORT.



 understanding money. Helping them gain
confidence and independence in
everyday life.

Girlguiding in Onslow Village:  Fun,  Friendship and
Life Skills for Every Girl     
by Jessica Furber
(Local Brownie Leader and District Commissioner)

Did you know Onslow village (OV) is home
to three Brownie units (ages 7 to 10) and
one Guide unit (ages 10 to 14), with
Girlguiding happening in Guildford since
1913?

 Each week, girls come together to learn
new skills, make friends, and have fun
through the world of Girlguiding. So, let’s
explore a little of what the units have been
up to this past term!

There was even an article in a
Guildford newspaper in 1953
about a local 1st Onslow
Village Guide, Eileen Graham
(pictured), who saved the life
of her neighbour Albert Smith!

3rd OV Brownies are working hard on a
challenge badge with a purpose: they’re
raising money to sponsor a polar bear!
Through fun activities and fundraising
ideas, they’re learning how teamwork
and compassion can make a real
difference.

2nd OV Brownies have been on lots of
exciting outings this term, including a
First Aid Day run by St John Ambulance.
The girls loved learning essential skills,
from bandaging to recovery positions,
while earning their First Aid badge.

Meanwhile, 4th OV Brownies have been
busy with the ‘Skills for My Future’ part of
the Brownie programme. They’ve been
learning practical skills like cooking
fajitas, using DIY tools, and 

1st OV Guides have had an inspiring
term too. They took part in UK Parliament
Week, exploring how democracy works
and how they can make their voices
heard. Especially exciting as some of
them will be old enough to vote in the
next general election. 
 They’ve also enjoyed
outdoor cooking,
proving that
everything tastes
better when it’s made
on an open fire!

The Guides usually
camp a couple of
times a year, and the
Brownies enjoy
sleepovers packed
with games, crafts,
fun and adventures.
We’re especially
excited about our
upcoming joint
sleepover in February
2026 at AirHop,
celebrating 100
years of World
Thinking Day. A big
milestone for
Girlguiding around
the world! 

We do so much more, that it is impossible
to write it all into this one article. 



And it is not just for
the girls! Us
volunteers have lots
of adventures and
fun, with trips for us
too! Last year we got
together to celebrate
an amazing 40
years of Guiding for

Beyond the adventures, Girlguiding gives
girls a safe space to be themselves, make
friends, and build vital life skills. Every
meeting is filled with laughter, games,
and the chance to grow in confidence. 

And the best part? There are spaces
available to join! If your daughter would
like to try something new, have fun, and
make lasting friendships, we’d love to
welcome her.

If you are interested in your daughter
joining or to volunteer yourself, then visit
girlguiding.org.uk (or scan the QR code
below) to find out more or register your
interest.

Girlguiding is more important than ever
as it gives girls the confidence,
resilience, and community they need to
feel safe, supported, and empowered.

Lucy Wallis, where she organised us to
have a go at Tomahawk throwing! 

This year’s national Girls’ Attitudes
Survey from Girlguiding highlights some
worrying trends: 68% of girls say they’ve
changed their behaviour to avoid sexual
harassment in the past year. Many say
they feel afraid to go out after dark, to
use public transport, or even to be
themselves online. 



Not much good came out of COVID, but one thing I am grateful for is our Road
WhatsApp group.  Born on the first day of lockdown it was a constant source of
amusement, support and useful information during those dark months.  Our little

community came out of lockdown feeling stronger and more connected than ever, and
I’m delighted to report that that feeling continues today, as does the WhatsApp

Group.

As I scroll back over the posts of the last few months I can see that we’ve used it for
all sorts of things.  We often use it for borrowing things, mainly tools, but there’s

been the odd sweet potato and deck chair too!  We’ve also used it for advice on stuff
such as mending washing machines, good plumbers and which way up to plant a

particularly strange shaped tuber.  Then there is all the useful information that gets
posted – ‘just spotted the traffic warden walking down the street’!  We’ve used it to

track things down, like missing cats and parcels!   And of course we’ve used it to give
things away, my all-time favourite being a plate of fish and chips!  We’ve used if for

organising events like Street Play and advertising events like children selling
homemade lemonade for charity.  We’ve used it for asking for help and for offering

help and sometimes we just share things that made us smile.  We may not always be
able to put a name to a face, but when someone new moves into the road it’s never
long before they’re receiving a wonderful virtual welcome on the WhatsApp chat.

As an organisation committed to ‘Strengthening Community in Onslow Village’ OVRA
would love it if every home in the village was part of a neighbourhood WhatsApp

group.  We’ve done a bit of detective work and we think that about half the roads in
the village have one.  Check out the website if you’re wondering if your road is one of

them.

If your road doesn’t have one, why not start one?  WhatsApp have made it even easier
to create neighbourhood WhatsApp groups with the option of allowing every

member to add extra members.  The administrator just needs to add the first few
people and set ‘Members can add other members’ in the ‘Group Permissions’ section.

Then neighbours can add their neighbours until everyone who wants to join is
included – no awkward knocking on stranger’s doors required.  If your road is new to

having a group why not use the + ‘Poll’ feature to arrange a date for a bring and share
tea, or an afternoon in someone’s garden, so you can meet each other face to face.

Knowing your neighbours, and knowing that you are all there to help and support one
another is a wonderful thing. We believe a neighbourhood WhatsApp group is a step

in the right direction. 

The joys of a neigbourhood WhatsApp group 
By Jo Rew

The first Scout group established in Onslow
Village was All Saints, Guildford which
began in October 1931 with 15 Wolf Cubs
and 2 leaders. The group was based in the
Church Hall. In 1939, the group reopened
under the same name, All Saints, Guildford.
They started out with 10 Wolf Cubs, 13
Scouts, and 3 leaders. The address was listed
as 'The Hut, Onslow Village'. This group was
still running 14 years later in 1953. 

In 1957, 5th Guildford opened in Onslow.
The first Head Quarters (HQ) was at the
bottom of the Cathedral Hill; you can still see
where it was behind the bus stop. It appeared
briefly in the film The Omen ! In 1984 the
new Scout HQ, which is based on the
recreation ground, was opened and it is still
in use today.

Scouting in Onslow Village: 5  Guildford’s Squirrels, Beavers,
Cubs and Scout Groups        

th

by Neil Wibberley
Squirrels (boys and girls aged 4-6)
Our Squirrel Drey only opened in September
2025 and they meet for an hour on a
Tuesday evening; Squirrels are the youngest
of the Sections in Scouting and they work
towards badges as well as playing games,
making things and having fun as they learn. 
 
Beavers (boys and girls aged 6-8)
Our Beaver Colony meets on a Wednesday.
In their section meetings, Beavers play
games, makes biscuits, earn badges as well
as go on exciting outdoor activities like
donutting at the dry ski slope. Beavers go on
sleepovers as well as district activities days.

The original All Saints Church Hall (we think!)

Cubs (boys and girls aged 8-10½ )
Our Cub Pack meets on a Tuesday.

Cubs play games,
go on hikes, visit
new places, earn
badges as well as
activities like
Kayaking. Cubs
also go on camps
and get to go to
SCRAM, a county
activity day for
Cubs which is held
every three years.



Scouts (boys and girls aged 10½-14)
Our Scout Troop meets on a Friday. Scouts play
games, cook backwoods style and earn badges
as well as getting involved in exciting activities
like the London Monopoly Run where Scouts
compete with other groups to follow clues to be
the first to visit locations across London. Scouts
also go camping as well as take part in district
and county activities .

Volunteering
All these activities cannot happen without the
help of adult volunteers, and we are always
looking for new volunteers to be part of the
group.

Volunteers are needed to help with sections,
whether you want to help with the younger
sections or older ones, we can always do with
some help. You don’t need to have been
involved in Scouting before. We work as a
team so you can be sure of a warm welcome.
All necessary training is provided for
volunteers including a Scouting-specific first
aid course.

We are also looking for additional Trustees to
be part of the Trustee Board for the group; this
involves 3-4 meetings a year plus some extra
bits that can be done at home. Relevant online
training for Trustees is also provided. 

Memories of Guiding and Scouting in Onslow Village
By Nick Ilott and Jo Rew

For more information or to contact us visit our website    www.5thguildford.org.uk

We went in search of people who had
been involved in the various Guiding
and Scouting groups in the village in the
past.

Our earliest memory comes from Anne
Baker.  Anne was born in Agraria Road
in 1936 but when she was 18 months
old her family moved to Onslow Village,
where she has lived ever since!  Anne
remembers being taken along to
Brownies in the Village Hall during the
war.  However after only 3 weeks she
asked her mum if she could leave - she
didn’t enjoy bunny hopping around the
toadstool!

Jane Gallacher is another long time
resident of Onslow Village (and is

The old village hall  (we think!)

currently OVRA’s Membership Secretary).
She remembers being delighted when
another Brownie Pack started in the newly
built church hall since the waiting list for
the existing pack was so long. 

Jane loved Brownies and her pockets
were always ready for inspection, well
stocked with string, pencil, paper, hanky,
comb and shiny 6d for emergency phone
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calls!  She earned badges
enthusiastically and proudly sewed them
all on to her uniform herself.  Having
outgrown Brownies she moved onto
Guides.  Her Guide unit met in Queen
Eleanor’s school hall where they had the
perk of being able to use the swimming
pool in the summer!

Two other keen members of the guiding
movement were Sheila Zazzara and her
sister Sue.  Sheila started her guiding
journey as an Imp (!) in 2  Onslow
Village Brownies, moving on to 5
Guildford Guides, where she had the
honour of being the Surrey West
standard bearer at St. Paul’s Cathedral.  
Infact Sheila enjoyed Guides so much
that when the guide leader retired
several years later, Sheila took over
running the group.  She even started a
Venture Scouts Group in the village.

nd

th

Despite our searches, we failed to find
any men who had been part of the  

Onslow scounting movement as children.  
However Jonathan Readings was on the
committee of the 5  Guildford Scouts in the
1980's.  One of his roles was to help
organise the annual Scout fete which was
held on the rec each summer.  By all
accounts these were quite ambitious affairs
featuring such things as Donkey Derbys
and on one occasion a hot air balloon!

th

Throughout all our conversations the one
thing that kept shining through was the
immense fondness and gratitude that
people had for their leaders.  Even 50,
60, and 70 years on, the experiences
people had as part of these groups have
stayed with them as very happy memories. 

Our thanks go to all the leaders both past
and present who volunteer their time and
energy to the guiding and scouting
movement. You’re doing an amazing job
and  we really appreciate all you do!

Need to borrow something?  Hedge Trimmers perhaps?
Check out Guildford’s Library of Things and Onslow’s Tool Share Scheme

Onslow Village
Tool Share Club 

In an attempt to limit how
much stuff we all have

this is a local tool sharing
scheme.  It is completely
free to join.  To find out

more follow the link under
the Local Initiatives tab of

the OVRA website:
ovra.org.uk



Onslow’s very own 
Marianne Windham wins

prestigious Parliamentary Jazz
Award!

( And Appears on BBC 1's 
‘The One Show’

Available on BBC iplayer until 10  Jan - about
3/5 of the way through the episode from 11

December - but don’t tell her we told you!)

th

th

Marianne Windham, the inspirational and
dedicated Chair of Guildford Jazz, has just
received the prestigious Parliamentary
‘Services to Jazz Award’ for 2025, which is
awarded annually to “a living person who is
deemed to have made the most outstanding
contribution to jazz in the UK”. Previous
recipients of this award include renowned
bandleaders, such as Stan Tracey and Mike
Westbrook, and the  acclaimed vocalist
Dame Cleo Laine.

Marianne joins this elite group thanks to her
tireless efforts to promote the music and, in
the process, providing work for over 2,000
musicians while raising over £190,000 for
various local charities.  In memory of her
close friend, the saxophonist and music
teacher Cheryl King who died in 2014,
Marianne also founded the ‘Cheryl King Trust’
which provides grants and bursaries for
aspiring young musicians from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Since Marianne became its Chair in 2011
Guildford Jazz has acquired an outstanding
reputation as one of the leading jazz clubs in
the UK, hosting  regular concerts at the
Guildford Pavilion on Woodbridge Rd.

Marianne’s energy and enthusiasm has
resulted in over 500 concerts, workshops and
festivals at venues throughout Surrey. 

As a classically trained cellist, Marianne
discovered jazz much later than most
musicians. Captivated by the music at a local
jazz club, she decided to take up the double-
bass. Marianne has developed into one of
the most versatile bassists in the UK.  She
also gives private lessons on the double-bass. 

In making the Services to Jazz award to
Marianne, Chris Hodgkins, Secretary of the
All-Party Parliamentary Jazz Group, noted
that Marianne’s “dual role as performer and
organiser has made her a vital force in
sustaining regional jazz culture and fostering
inclusive, high-quality live music
experiences”.

For more information on Guildford Jazz
activities and events please visit
www.guildfordjazz.org.uk. Hopefully you’ll
find something to pique your interest and, if
you do decide to come along to a gig, great
music and a warm welcome are guaranteed.

Huge Congratulations Marianne!

http://www.guildfordjazz.org.uk/
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The Rise of Pauline’s Book
Nook: How a BT Phone Box

Found Its True Calling
By Karen Hatton

Once upon a dial tone, in the sleepy village of
Onslow, stood a lonely red BT phone box.
Once the proud heart of village gossip it had
fallen silent in the age of smartphones.
Enter the amazing chairman of Onslow Village
Hall, Mr Mike Gadsby. He decided to save the
trusty phone box. He paid the peppercorn
purchase price and backed by the committee,
had it cleaned and then refurbished by a
retired phone box engineer, who replaced
some of the glass panels and frames and
isolated the electricity supply.
“Why don’t we turn it into a library?” we said.  
And just like that, one of Britain’s smallest,
draftiest, and possibly most charming public
libraries was born.
I took over the reins for the internal
transformation - helped by my eldest son’s
furniture business, bespoke shelving was
measured, built and painted with specially
sourced paint that matched the exterior.

There was everything from Fifty Shades of
Grey, (donated anonymously, obviously), to
a dog-eared copy of War & Peace.

Our little red Book Nook is a hub of village
life. Old and young pop in to swap books,
pick up a Mystery Read (these were
very popular in the summer and will be
repeated) or drop off a random microwave -
most definitely not encouraged.

Together we’ve tidied and cleaned, and
we’ve recently formed a mini army of
caretakers (4!) in order to keep our Book
Nook in pristine condition. Please get in
touch via OVRA  if you’d like to join us.

And as for the phone box itself? It’s finally
content. No longer a relic of a forgotten
age, it’s now the proud guardian of great
stories — proof that even in a world of Wi-Fi
and Kindles, a little red box can still ring
true for the community.

On the 20th July 2019 Pauline’s Book Nook
opened its door. Named as a lasting memorial
for a dear friend of the village, it was an
instant success. 



 Four from 24!  I’m limiting my book recommendations for this issue. After all, most of
us will be inundated with reading ideas from those Best Reads of
2025 that proliferate at this time of year. Counterintuitively, I’ve
chosen four books that were released in 2024 – and at least two
were regularly found in those ‘best of’ lists from this time last year. 
 

I think these are all interesting books in their own way and being a
year old you can, of course, purchase a paperback or a kindle
version at a reasonable price. Reading as a hobby is great but can
be an expensive activity if one is always buying hardbacks. With
these choices, you get the pleasure of books that are still part of the
current literary discussion but at an affordable price.

By Martyn Parker

The Husbands by Holly Gramazio

This is a book with a striking narrative
premise.  Lauren, undoubtedly single,
discovers a partner climbing down from her
attic.  What’s more, after every visit to the
attic he changes.  This allows Lauren to
experience a range of different possible
relationships or to try something new if
things aren’t working out.
Gramazio handles this narrative device with
an engaging mixture of humour and
humanity. Whilst making one laugh, it also
allows reflection about love and
relationships.

The Ministry of Time by Kaliane Bradley

The Ministry of Time employs a familiar time-
travel concept but delivers an original,
emotionally impactful narrative with sly
comedy. The near-future UK government's
secret "Ministry of Time" is assessing the
impact of time-travel by bringing back
historical figures and assigning them a
modern ‘bridge’ to help them acclimatise.
The story focuses on the relationship
between a mixed-race ‘bridge’ and her
charge, Commander Gordon Gore, a naval
officer retrieved from 1840, creating a
funny, moving, sci-fi rom-com thriller!

The Girlfriend by Michelle Frances

 This is an engaging psychological thriller
that follows charming Daniel, whose
relationship with the self-made estate agent
Cherry sparks a toxic battle of wills with
his possessive mother. Though the premise
is familiar, it's a well-done example of the
genre, and is a real page-turner. It was a
bestseller and has been adapted into a
major Amazon series.

All Fours by Miranda July

This is one of the weirdest and at times most
uncomfortable books I’ve read. It begins
conventionally. Our narrator, an unnamed,
dissatisfied 45-year-old artist is persuaded by
her husband to take a road trip to New York
for a new project. But instead, she checks
into a motel 30 minutes from her home and
bonkersness ensues, as she stays there,
revealing her intense inner turmoil with
searing honesty. I thought this was a terrific
book, compelling, discombobulating, and
illuminating. Eye opening for male readers,
women may get even more from it.

To find out more about these books and
others visit the Book Groups page under the
Local Initiatives tab of ovra.org.uk  .



All Saints Church awarded 
Gold Eco Church

by All Saints Eco Team

All Saints Church is delighted to have been
awarded gold level Eco Church status this
year. It has been a passionate journey which
began in 2018. Do come and visit us.

When you enter the foyer you will notice a
recycling area (currently pens and printer
cartridges) and above this the Community
Notice Board which gives information on
local initiatives e.g. ZERO Carbon Guildford
and further recycling in Guildford. You’ll also
note the Hedgehog Highways initiative, our
joint collaboration with OVRA this year, and
the monthly parish magazine which has
regular Eco Tips and articles.

Come to a service and you’ll find that
speakers will regularly touch on
environmental issues, and at the end of the
service you’ll be served Fairtrade tea and
coffee in mugs (no plastic cups) with oat milk
available. Very likely there will be chatter
about the Big Build, which has our Net Zero
heating plans at the very heart of it (the
church has subsidence problems which has

lead to a rebuilding programme), or how
wildlife is faring in the community orchard.

Look through to the kitchen and you’ll see
recycling bins and eco products being used
and lighting throughout is energy efficient.
Outside you’ll see the bike rack and water
butt.

Our autumn fayre has a strong Eco focus with
apple pressing, local honey for sale and
second-hand books and toys, while on the
Orchard we take part in annual wildlife
surveys – the Big Butterfly Count, RSPB Big
Garden Birdwatch and Churches Count on
Nature.

We believe creation is God’s gift and caring
for the environment, embedding sustainability,
and acting responsibly to climate change is
key to All Saints. We strive to do more – doing
what we can to protect our beautiful planet.



Wanted - Keen knitters and crochet
enthusiasts!
Inspired by the Post Box Toppers exhibition at
the cathedral a couple of years ago I would
love to have one or two seasonal toppers for
our Onslow post box.  I don’t knit or crochet
myself but I’d be happy to host a monthly 
gathering of 
people who do!
If you’d be 
interested in 
getting involved
contact me at
 info@ovra.org.uk        Jo Rew

Wanted - Local Historians!
OVRA would like to hear from anyone who
could help us put together a booklet to show
how Onslow Village has evolved over the last
105 years. We’ll be using the documents from
Onslow Village Ltd and other useful maps,
documents and memories we can find! If you
would like to help  please get in touch via
info.@ovra.org.uk.

Interested in any of these opportunities?
Onslow Running Club
Would you be interested in coming to a
weekly Onslow Village running club?

I’d like to see if there are enough interested
residents to start a friendly running club based
in the village.

Likely to be a weekday evening (or 2) and
suitable for all abilities - adult and children.

Just an idea at this stage so I’m keen to hear
from anyone that might be interested in turning
up to run or to help organise.

If you are interested could you drop me an
email at OnslowVillageRC@gmail.com
Richard, Hedgeway

Arboretum Projects:
Sponsoring a Bench
OVRA are currently working with  
Guildford Borough Council to install three
new benches around the arboretum path.  
The benches cost £600 each which OVRA
will be paying.  GBC will then cover the
costs of installing them.  The style of bench
is specified by GBC and can be seen
below. If anyone is interested in
sponsoring a bench to celebrate a
particular event or in memory of a loved
one please contact us at info@ovra.org.uk
Sponsors would pay the full £600 and
supply any plaque they would like
attached. 

Help to redesign the Arboretum
Noticeboard

Plans are afoot to replace and update the
Arboretum noticeboard - but they have
been since 2020! 

Currently, the process is held up because
GBC do not have the resources (time nor
money) to organise the design of the new
board - but they’re happy for us to help!  
We are looking for one or two graphic
designers and one or two others with a
particular interest in the project to give their
time and to work with GBC Tree Officer to
design the content of the new board. If
interested email: info@ovra.org.uk. 



“I honestly  couldn’t
endorse them any
higher!“

Why Sign Up to OVRA?

How to sign up?

Visit the website at:
      www.ovra.org.uk
      or scan the QR code below

Email us on
membership@ovra.org.uk
Ring us on 07508 261160
(membership enquiries only
please)

OVRA‘s aim is to ‘Strengthen Community in Onslow Village‘, so that everyone feels
connected and supported, and we can work together to look after our local
environment. It is totally free because we don’t want anyone to miss out.

When you sign up to OV﻿RA you will
receive 3 regular mailings﻿:

The Village Voice - a termly
newsletter that celebrates our
Village community
What’s On in Onslow - a monthly
diary of what’s going on
Local Focus - a less regular
update on potential changes in
the area.

Anyone in the Onslow area can sign up and it’s completely free!  
You can unsubscribe whenever you want.

For an easy way to
sign up
scan this QR code!

Follow OVRA
Facebook: @OVRA
Instagram: @onslowvillageresidents

Mr A Jakeway - 5* Google Review
Guildford Sales - 01483 405222 (option 1)
Lettings - 01483 405222 (option 2)
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